
Environmental Migration  Call for contributions

  

Call for contributions:  

Migration in the Face of Emerging Risks:  
Historical Case Studies, New Paradigms, and Future Directions 

An edited collection to be published by Palgrave-Macmillan 

Co-edited by: 
Thomas Walker, PhD 

Jane McGaughey, PhD 
Gabrielle Machnik-Kekesi, MISt 

Victoria Kelly, BSc  

  



Environmental Migration  Call for contributions

The John Molson School of Business and the School for Irish Studies at Concordia University 
kindly invite contributions to the edited book collection, entitled Migration in the Face of 
Emerging Risks: Historical Case Studies, New Paradigms, and Future Directions, to be pub-
lished by Palgrave-Macmillan. 

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Human migration and population movement are subjects as vast and varied as the disciplinary 
and methodological lenses that academics, artists, activists, and policy-makers have employed in 
seeking to make sense of them. A significant trend in more recent scholarship has couched dis-
cussions of the movements of people (voluntary or forced, across or within national and regional 
borders, relocation or displacements, and anticipatory or reactive) within the frame of human-
earth relationships. Both the acceleration of climate change and the global rise of “xenophobia, 
racism, and nationalism” (Armiero & Tucker, 2017, p.1) have inspired significant interest in the 
umbrella term “environmental migration.” According to the Migration Data Portal, “at the end of 
2020, around 7 million people in 104 countries and territories were living in displacement as a 
result of disasters that happened not only in 2019, but also in previous years” (Migration Data 
Portal, 2021). Yet, for the large number of people displaced in Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, 
Ethiopia, Sudan, China, Syria, and the Philippines to name but a few, isolating a natural disaster 
or extreme weather event as the “cause” for the movement of people obscures more than it re-
veals with respect to political, economic, and social influences. Indeed, the conceptualization of 
the interaction between ecological, political, economic, and social factors as a complex nexus 
rather than a causal sequence has repositioned natural disasters as social issues, and war, “racism, 
religion and politics of commodities, land markets and currency circulation” as ecological con-
cerns (Olivier-Smith, 2012, p.1063).  

With famines, vast wildfires, droughts, and record heatwaves uprooting human settlements inter-
nationally at the time of this call’s publication, research on migration in the face of emerging 
risks is all the more urgent. The co-editors seek to provide a space for new and emergent research 
in environmental migration, particularly in the context of a world beginning to emerge from the 
grip of a debilitating public health crisis that kept many firmly rooted in place while displacing 
others internationally. As Balsari, Dresser, & Leaning (2020, p.409-410) point out, “the wall-
building, xenophobic, and insular” platforms of some global powers in their immigration and 
asylum policies, and the ever-increasing stresses placed on the natural world that continue to 
make sites of human settlement less and less hospitable, make research on this topic both very 
timely and much needed.  
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CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
Per our intended global scope, the co-editors welcome contributions from international experts in 
both the academic and practitioner communities in research, policy formation, and activism as 
well as related fields such as economics, development studies, geography, law, diaspora studies, 
history, and public health. 

The co-editors invite chapters that adopt an interdisciplinary approach and that incorporate new 
concepts or tools beyond the academic fields of population, environmental, and legal studies, in-
cluding the applied, natural, and social sciences. Authors are encouraged to consider the geo-
graphic coverage and scalar relevance – at the local, regional, national, and supranational levels 
– of their contributions. Case studies or comparative studies (between different solutions, ap-
plications in different contexts, or variations between regions) are welcome. The co-editors invite 
case studies, historical analyses, projections, models, and recommendations for both policy and 
future research directions. The editorial team welcomes contributions from academics and practi-
tioners in this fertile interdisciplinary field of academic inquiry, and encourages contributions at 
the intersection of population and environment studies, history, geography, law, diaspora studies, 
economics, public health, and sociology (among others). 

Submitted chapters must be original and exclusively prepared for the book, with no part of 
the article having been published elsewhere. Finally, although the book can be used as a refer-
ence book in academic courses, it is not explicitly organized as a textbook 

POTENTIAL TOPICS FOR CHAPTERS 
1. Migration in the face of emerging risks: region-specific, factor-specific, and histori-

cal case studies  

1.1.Regional/country-specific studies 

1.2.Urban studies  

1.3.Rural studies 

1.4.Famines, extreme weather events, natural disasters, and ecological processes (in-
cluding but not limited to floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, 
droughts, forest fires, sea-level rise, soil erosion, water scarcity and saltwater in-
trusion, heat and rising temperatures) 

1.5.Imperialism, racism, xenophobia, and nationalism 

1.6.Armed conflict and civil wars 

1.7.Poverty 
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1.8.Education 

1.9.Public health concerns  

1.10.Eviction and issues surrounding housing 

1.11.Intersections of gender and environmental migration 

1.12.Intersections of race and environmental migration 

1.13.Historical case studies of environmentally motivated migration 

1.14.Historic and current public perceptions of migrant communities 

2. Studies in methodology, terminology, and paradigms 

2.1.Analyses of evolving, and in some cases, contested terminology (e.g., “environ-
mental migrant,” “environmentally displaced person,” “planned relocation,” 
“forced/involuntary displacement,” “economic migrant,” “climate migrant,” “en-
vironmental refugee,” etc.) 

2.2.Modelling and mapping of historical and expected future migration patterns 

2.3.Analyses of legal frameworks 

2.4.Vulnerability, risk, and capability assessments 

2.5.Incorporating Indigenous knowledge into the study of environmental migration 

3. Future directions 

3.1.Projections 

3.2.Recommendations for future research priorities 

3.3.Recommendations for policy formation 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

• Abstract and CV submission deadline – February 28, 2022   

• Selection of abstracts and notification to successful contributors – March 11, 2022  

• During April 2022 the publisher’s release forms will be forwarded to successful contrib-
utors (pending acceptance of proposal)  

• Full chapter submission – May 20, 2022  

• Revised chapter submission – July 30, 2022  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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
Submissions should be written in English using a non-technical writing style. The contributions 
may include diagrams/illustrations in order to present data, or photographs/figures (all in black & 
white) to better illustrate the topic of discussion. Submitted chapters should be original and ex-
clusively prepared for the present book. No part of the article should be published elsewhere. 
Chapters must not exceed 7,000 words (including all references, appendices, biographies, etc.), 
must use 1.5-line spacing and 12 pt. Times New Roman font, and must use the APA 7th edition 
reference style. Researchers and practitioners are invited to submit abstracts of no more than 500 
words, a bibliography for their proposed chapter, and a CV. Abstract submission are expected by 
February 28th, 2022. Submissions should be sent by email to env.migration@concordia.ca.  

Authors will be notified of the status of their proposals and will be sent complete chapter guide-
lines. Full chapters are expected to be submitted by May 20th, 2022.  

Please note there are no submission or acceptance fees for the manuscript.  

ABOUT THE EDITORS: 

Thomas Walker   1

Thomas Walker holds a BSc in Management Information Systems from the Technical University 
of Darmstadt, Germany, and an MBA and PhD degree in Finance from Washington State Univer-
sity. Prior to his academic career, he worked for several years in the German consulting and in-
dustrial sector at such firms as Mercedes Benz, Utility Consultants International, Lahmeyer In-
ternational, Telenet, and KPMG Peat Marwick. His research interests are in emerging risk man-
agement, corporate finance, venture capital, sustainability & climate change, fintech, corporate 
governance, securities regulation and litigation, insider trading, and institutional ownership, and 
he has published over 70 articles, book chapters, and edited books in these areas. He is the lead 
editor of seven books on sustainable financial systems, sustainable real estate, sustainable avia-
tion, environmental policy, emerging risk management, innovations in social finance, and water 
risk management. Dr. Walker currently serves as the principal investigator on research grants by 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Autorité des marchés fi-
nanciers, and the Global Risk Institute. In 2018, he founded the Emerging Risks Information 
Center (ERIC, https://emerging-risks.com) which conducts targeted research on environmental, 

 thomas.walker@concordia.ca1
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technological, and societal risks that affect our world today. In 2021, he became the inaugural 
director for the Jacques Ménard/BMO Center for Capital Markets at Concordia University and 
the Concordia University Research Chair in Emerging Risk Management (Tier 1). 

Jane McGaughey  2

Dr. Jane McGaughey is the Johnson Chair of Québec and Canadian Irish Studies (2021-26). She 
joined the School of Irish Studies at Concordia in 2012 as the Assistant Professor of Irish Dias-
pora Studies. She completed her Ph.D. at Birkbeck College, University of London, in 2008.  Her 
first book, Ulster's Men: Protestant Unionist Masculinities and Militarization in the North of Ire-
land, 1912-1923 was published by McGill-Queen's University Press in 2012. She was a co-editor 
of Ireland and Masculinities in History (Palgrave, 2019). Her second monograph, Violent Loyal-
ties: Manliness, Migration, and the Irish in Canadas, 1798-1841, was published with Liverpool 
University Press in 2020. She has been the principal investigator on research grants from the So-
cial Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), the Fonds de Recherche Québec So-
ciété et Culture (FRQSC), the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Ireland Canada 
University Foundation. Her peer-reviewed articles have appeared in The Journal of Transatlantic 
Studies, Irish Studies Review, Ontario History, and Patterns of Prejudice. She has written re-
views for the Canadian Journal of Irish Studies, the Journal of British Studies, Labor History, 
the Canadian Historical Review, Recherches sociologiques, and Cercles - Revue pluridisci-
plinaire du monde anglophone. In 2021, she became a member of the Editorial Board for the 
Journal of Men's Studies. Prior to her arrival at Concordia, Dr McGaughey taught at the Royal 
Military College of Canada and was the 2009-10 National Endowment for the Humanities Facul-
ty Fellow at the Keough-Naughton Institute of Irish Studies at the University of Notre Dame. 
From 2015-21, she was the President of the Canadian Association for Irish Studies (CAIS), and 
will serve as Past President on the CAIS Executive from 2021-24. 

Gabrielle Kathleen Machnik-Kekesi  3

Gabrielle Kathleen Machnik-Kekesi holds an Individualized Program master’s degree from Con-
cordia University (Gender Studies and Modern Irish History), which was funded by both the So-
cial Sciences and Humanities Research Council and the Fonds de recherche du Québec en So-
ciété et Culture, and a master’s in Information Studies from McGill University (Archival Studies 
focus). Gabrielle has work experience in editing, conference planning, and grant writing. She 
previously worked as managing editor for the Canadian Journal of Irish Studies. Her research 
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interests include the Irish Revolution, sustainability, food history, and cultural heritage. Gabrielle 
was awarded a Hardiman Research Scholarship at NUI Galway and is conducting her PhD re-
search under the supervision of Dr. Nessa Cronin. 

Victoria Kelly  4

Victoria Kelly holds a BSc in Biology with an additional major in Irish Studies. She has worked 
with the Emerging Risks Information Center at Concordia University since 2020, where she has 
been involved in numerous book projects and research papers in the area of sustainability, cli-
mate change, and with management. Her research interests include diaspora studies, medical his-
tory, and immunology. She plans to continue her studies with an independent master’s degree 
examining the 1832 Cholera epidemic in Montreal and its management on a social, urban, eco-
nomic, and medical level, drawing parallels with the recent COVID-19 pandemic.  
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